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Remodeling improves what homeowners already have

By Barbara E. Cohen

For Custem Pubbcationg

Thera's no such thing
as a parfert hmse — 5o
homeowners modity thelr
existing homes to better meet
thedr needs, The projects
they tackle generally depend
an how long they intend to
stay put,

“Kitehen and bath
makeovers offer the best value
Torr Freshening wp a hose and
improving its resala valus if
yiorl dhon't plam to lve in the
hanzse mneh konger,” said Tim
Willlams, vwner of T Morgan
Constroetion, which handles
Al 100 reamodeling and
renoyation projects @ year,
“Acdding a deck, new pooms or
upEraces in exising rmoms are
for peaple who plan to stay in
thedr hoames,”

Purpose-driven remodeling
Hemodeling mvolves ons
af theee kinds of clhange
According to Williams, peopde
who plan to lve I thede homeas.
for less than five more years
typacally want malniemnanee
upgracas o improve resale
vilue, People who've lved in
thear heoames mora than eight
years and are planning to stay
put for the immediate futurs
crave lifeatyle-related upgrades
and improven ents
Homeowners who consbder
staving in their homes
indefinitely are looking for
top-muality upgrades that
b the home up o eurment

standards of comfort

Blost of Willlams' clicnts
wank b stay in their homes,
usually becase they're
attached to their commaunity
However, they're dissatisfied
with cdd-fashicnad applinnees,
meonvendent caldnetry and
aging plumbing or electrical
syaleans,

For Yvonne and Dan Harter,
the decsion to Femode] came
oy after rejecting moving
chiokees.

“Wa bought a kot in
Hamitlton County,” sabd Yvonme
Harter, whe lives with her
husband ina 1960s house in
nexrtheast. Indinmapelis, “Hat
wiet decided that For the price of
burikding a mew homa i nesy
community, we could renovate
ourr existing hioane and stay in
the established nalghborood
wt loea,”

I the last sl yoars, the
Harters have remodeled three
bathrooms and their kitchen,
which was guttad to the suds
and rebuilt Theyve also added
a sunroom, & deck and an
cattdoar kitchen.

“We were really tired of
wihat wias heee; i was old
and hard to make book good,”
Harter said.

In the: kitchen, the Harers
switclad from an electrice
fix a1 g stres, upsiraded
the countertop and cabimet
maderinls, chamged the aypot
of cabinetey and entirely
reploeed the electrieal,
plumbing and lighting gystams.
All eahinets now have: fully

peeessible shelves that roll
out, and theres a pantry-Lyps
cupboard for easier pecess
Lo grocerbes.

“I'tn et straining to
reach anything anymon:”
Harter said, *And the new
Lask lighting Is a significant
improvement over the old
fhuorescent lighting.”

Minimizing temporary
disruptions

Williams cstablishaed
o temporary kitchen in another
pooan 2o the Hartors were
only mimimally meonvenieneed
during their theee-month
kitchen makeover, That
kimd of attention to detall
maares i great deal to
hoinecwnaers lving in the
reconstnetion &one

In & sbmilar vein, Willams
performed & si-week kitchen
remoded for Becky and John
Momtgomery of Fishars,
Knocking down a kitchaen
wall tumed the Montgonens'
kbtchen and dining poom into a
large eat-in kitehen that’s more
funetional than the criginal
configuration

A master bath remadel For
Sharon and Bob Jumnison took
frve years for the coupla to
work out on paper, but just
a Pew weaks for Williams o
cormpleta,

Remodealing can be a
dismipiinee proeess, but the
requlis often are well worth
it For homeowners who are
planning to stay put for as long
s possible



